Cigar Conference In Italy

The ltalian Association of Cigar Clubs holds an annual mini-conference on
the topic. This year Israel was also among the participants.

By Shmuel Tal

| received a surprise invitation from my friend Nicola Felligi to attend
the annual conference of the ltalian Association of Cigar Clubs. |
met the brothers Nicola and Antonio Felligi three years ago at the
opening of the seventh Habanos Festival in Cuba. He radiated
charisma, joie-de-vivre and generosity at the royal table where we
were sitting. We soon became friends, and since then we have met
at every festival. We mostly celebrated at the eighth annual festival, at
an evening devoted to the Italian cigar market. It was an impressive
evening.

Nicola’s invitation reawakened my impressions of this event. |
accepted the invitation and flew to Brindisi, or, to be accurate, to
San Vito. Brindisi is in the Appulia region of south-eastern Italy. It
is a port city on the Adriatic Sea, and its vistas are rich with ancient
olive trees. Nicola and Antonio greeted me and we drove to San
Vito dei Normanni, where we began a weekend of the good life,
ltalian-style.

ltaly’s twenty-nine cigar clubs are united under the banner of The
Alto Salento Cigar Club. We had dinner courtesy of Pepino Josef,
chef and owner of La Manna nel Pozzo, a 25-year-old seafood
restaurant. We began the second day with a visit to Lecce, finishing
with a sumptuous lunch at the Deco seafood restaurant. This was
in preparation for the gala evening which took place at the Relais la
Fontanina hotel. The evening actually began in the afternoon with
Habana Club Rum-based cocktails - Mojito and Cuba Libre. Then
came the serious event - a guided tasting of the Montecristo No.
1 Especiales cigars from years 2000 and 2007, The cigar-tasting
was conducted by Nicola Felligi as an open discussion where the
participants express their opinions about the cigar at its various
stages, according to the parameters listed in the tasting form. |
discovered that the passing years haven'timproved the Montecristo
No. 1 - they have even reduced its quality. Taking the first puff was

difficult, and the cigar was not enjoyable throughout. The 2007, on
the other hand, was excellent. It burned nicely and evenly, and the
inhalation was excellent throughout.

Alter the tasting, we moved on to the hall where the seminar took
place. Representatives of various countries lectured on market and
consumer trends in their respective countries. Among the lecturers
were representatives from Ireland, England, Japan, France, Italy
- represented by the Chairman of the Association - as well as
Yours Truly, representing Israel. The final speaker, Professor Luigi
Maria Larocca, professor of anatomy pathology from the University
of Rome, took the lectern and presented the latest in-depth study
on the carcinogenic effects of the cigar as opposed to pipes and
cigarettes. The results once again proved the advantages of cigar-
smoking over the dangers of pipe- and cigarette-smoking.

Then we sat down to the gala banquet. Afterwards we enjoyed the
excellent Partagas Lucitania cigars and Habana Club rum late into
the night.

The Relais La Fontanina Hotel, owned by the Nacci family, is
surrounded by vineyards and olive orchards. Around a small lake
they have created a verdant park, and at the heart of all this they
built the 41-room hotel as a center for guided tours of their winery
and olive-press. There is also a swimming pool and an elegant
restaurant. The rooms are large and luxurious, and the hotel also
serves as a convention center.

La Fontanina, Strada Ple Ostuni-Francavilla Fontana, km 900,
Ceglie Messapica (BR)
Tel. 0831-380932, Fax 0831-380933. info@lafontanina.it www.

lafontanina.it
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